Parish of Ramsgate and Minster
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT (B) – 6th December 2020

My Dear People!
Advent is such a beautiful time! The prophesies of Isaiah are magnificent; the ‘Consolamini’ is one of the most
beautiful chants assuring us of the consolation of God that ‘Our time of Service is ended and that our Sin is
atoned for!’ I hope we can realise this prophecy soon and step back into fraternal life once more. Centuries ago,
these great prophecies of Advent were put to music by Handel in his unparalleled masterpiece ‘Messiah’. He
brought these noble words to life. In the Gospel we have the figure of St. John the Baptist. He is a signpost
pointing towards the first Advent of Christ 2020 years ago. You and I have to be good members of The Church
which is a signpost pointing towards the second Coming. Do you remember last week’s notion of a third
Advent? In other words, Advent is always happening – Our Blessed Lord within the providence of our lives
comes in so many different ways! Mother Mary obtain for us The Grace to perceive and recognise his presence.
God Bless you all.
Fr. Christopher and on behalf of Fr. Simon & Fr. Leszek
Mass Times and Intentions for the week commencing: 6th December 2020.
St. Ethelbert’s
St. Augustine’s
th
Sunday – 6 Dec 20
10.00am Holy Souls November List
8.30am People of the Parish
2nd Sunday of Advent 12.00noon (Polish)
12.00noon (Sung Latin) Martin & Jean
Flannery & loved ones.
5.00pm. (Ordinariate)
Milady Mion & loved ones.
Monday–7th Dec 20
9.30am Holy Souls November List
12.00noon Sophie Nicolai & loved ones.
St. Ambrose
Tuesday- 8th Dec 20
9.30am Holy Souls November List
12.00noon Veronica and John & loved
The Immaculate
ones.
Conception of the Blessed
Virgin Mary

Wednesday –9th Dec 20
St. Juan Diego
Thursday–10th Dec 20
The Blessed Virgin
Mary of Loreto

9.30am The Family of Mary DuFau

12.00noon Neighbours of Kevin Pender

10.45am Annie Larks Requiem Mass

12.00noon Margaret Furmanek & loved
ones.

Friday – 11th Dec 20
8.00am Athena Mary Philpott RIP
12.00noon Holy Souls November List
St. Damasus I
7.30 (Polish)
Saturday – 12th Dec 20 9.30am Holy Souls November List
12.00noon Brian and Susan Pender &
Our Lady of
5.30pm Holy Souls November List
loved ones.
Guadalupe
Prayer Candles for the week commencing 6th December 2020: Elvira Lind -Wellbeing.
Next Sunday is a Day of Prayer for Expectant Mothers.
St. Ethelbert’s Church: Adoration of The Blessed Sacrament at 8.30am, followed by The Rosary at
9.10am and Mass at 9.30am (Monday to Thursday). Friday Mass at 8.00am followed by Adoration of The
Blessed Sacrament. Saturday The Rosary at 9.10am followed by Mass at 9.30am. Confessions on
Saturday at 10.15am and 5.00pm and Sunday at 9.30am.
St. Augustine’s Shrine open for Mass daily at 12.00noon. Private prayer daily from 12.30 – 3.00pm except
Friday and Sunday. Adoration of The Blessed Sacrament on Tuesday 12.30 – 3.00pm. Confessions before
or after Mass by request.
Due to Covid restrictions we were unable to have our Bereavement Service in November, to remember those in
our parish and loved ones who have died during the past year. It is now planned to have the names of those who

have died in the past year and a candle lit for them and for all our loved ones who have died at Masses over the
weekend of 12th/13th December 2020.
RCIA meeting on Mondays at 7.30pm please contact Fr. Simon.
Christmas Raffle & Donation - Please return your raffle ticket stubs and money asap. We ask everyone to help
support the fund raising and sell the raffle tickets to family and friends. If you would like tickets, please contact
the Office on 01843 592071. A box is located at the back of Church during the times the church is open daily, or
post through the Presbytery door or contact the Office. Due to the lockdown to ensure everyone is able to
obtain tickets they will be available over this weekend to be returned by 13th December at the latest and
the draw will be held at St. Ethelbert’s after the 10.00am Mass on Sunday, 20th December 20.
Patricia Smalley has a selection of boxed Christmas cards £4.00, a few packets of cards £1.50/£2.50, Christmas
calendars £1.00, Christmas Rosary £3.25 and Catholic diary £3.50 (to order). Christmas Mass cards are
available. Please contact Patricia on 01843 865737.
Parents requiring Baptism for their child to contact Fr. Christopher, Fr. Simon, or Fr. Leszek and discuss
Baptismal Preparation in the current situation.
Confirmation 2021
If you are in Years 7,8,9,10 or 11 and would like to join our Confirmation Programme in 2021, please apply for
an Application Form either call Mrs Smalley on 01843 865737 or collect a Form at the back of Church when
open.
Marriage & Family Life Kent: Some of your parishioners may need some spiritual uplifting in this time of
grieving … I have included the link below, on ‘Grief in Loss, Hope in Christ’ by Elizabeth Partridge who runs a
retreat at Aylesford Priory with Fr Francis Kemsley, which I hope you will share with anyone you know who
needs to see it.
The videos are on the Carmelite province YouTube channel
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLEmVj2dVdpguJaP47LzrGtdAbaRZAxSef
‘Thank you for your reflection I know people have found it helpful’. From MFL Coordinator for Kent Pastoral Area.

Marriage Preparation: Contact your Priest if you are planning to get married and preparation can be
completed online with Marriage and Family Life Kent. Preparation courses are STILL happening but in
an online format until we can meet couples in person again.

Couples can contact me in the same manner as before mflkent@rcaos.org.uk and I will liaise with them.
The Marriage Preparation courses run by the Kent Team in 2021 will take the following format:
All Friday evenings: Online course 7pm - 9pm
Saturday JAN -MAR: Online course 10am – 3pm
Saturday (hopefully APR onwards): courses at venues 10am – 4.30pm
TO OUR CATHOLIC UNIVERSE AND CATHOLIC TIMES READERS IN THE PARISH:- at the moment
you are unable to collect your paper at Mass, but you can get it delivered direct to your home every week, POST
FREE. Please go to www.thecatholicuniverse.com or call them on 0161 820 5722 and they will arrange for you.
SPECIAL OFFER 3 MONTHS :- £22.00 or 12 Months:- £80.00.
The Sisters from St. Elisabeth Convent, Minsk, Belarus who have visited the Parish in the past, are unable to
participate in the annual Christmas markets in our region due to travel restrictions. However, they have found a
great way to spread the Christmas joy, love and deeds of mercy. They are launching the 1st Online Christmas
Market so that people from all over the world can purchased Christmas presents and souvenirs (nativity scenes &
sets, Christmas themed ceramics and glass products, Icons, Russian matryoshka dolls, handcrafted Christmas
tree baubles and many more items), made with love and continuous prayer. By purchasing beautiful Christmas
gifts each one of us will be able to serve the poor, sick, homeless and lonely people as each item purchased at the
Online Market is a donation towards on the Convents Ministries.
Contact: https://catalog.obitel-minsk.com/christmas-market
Kent Pastoral Care – MFL Team: We all want to support those who mourn so the MFL Bereavement Team
wish to extend an invitation to parishioners who are already experienced ‘befrienders’ and have experience in
listening and supporting people who have lost a loved one. Would they be interested in joining a training
weekend to support those who have experienced bereavement, with a view to train others i.e. a training weekend

for trainers? This training will take place over the weekend of April 24 / 25th 2021. Please contact your Priest
with your name, and contact details in writing/email if you would like to be considered.
The Passage who support homeless people are raising funds through an online matched giving campaign
starting 12noon on Tuesday 1st to 12noon on 8th December, to support its work helping homeless people with
winter. Double your donation, double your impact. This is a matched giving scheme for online donation (if £10
is given this would bring the gift up to £20 and with Gift Aid this would be £22.50) For information ring
Andrew Hollingsworth 020 75921886 andrew.h@passage.org.uk or give online at
https://tinyurt.com/PassageBigGive
Please remember in your prayers: Annie Larks, Jeremiah Lyons, Thomas Varley, Sally Watts, Betty
Morgan, Marguerite Byers, Jackie Daley and Mary Bowler who have died recently and for their dear
families and friends who mourn them.
We pray for the sick: M. Clark, N. Wall, Kathy Carr, M. Marjoam, A. Fell, E. Finn, E. Smalley, Clem O’Brien,
D. Hall, T. Webster, M. DuFau, E. Evans, H. Russell, M. Walley, J. Hall, B. Mallon, Denis McClosky, G. Gabbett,
A. Gosling, Mary Austen, Kathy Knobbs, Olive & Tom Carney, Malvern Owen, V. Grilli, Frank Tierney, A.
Lucas, Elvira Lind, Bridget Davis, Vicky & Kevin Nicholas, Josephine Calway, Sylvia Quinn, Susanna King,
Rose Coldwell, Pat Vanscalina, Lydia Horneff, Adrienne Taylor, Doreen Browning, Sr. Aelred, Valerie &
Michael Godden, Mary Dowd, Eileen McCaughan, Jef Silva, Joe Pheby, Jane Sellon, Kathleen Freeman, Roz
Lennon, Steve Lawlor, Eileen Crowley, Yan Kelly, Steve Kelly, Fr. John Slater, Rena Gathercole, Norma
McAllister, Paul Duncan Frew.
Covid Guidance 27th November 2020:
The government has confirmed that collective worship can resume in churches and other places of worship when
the national lockdown expires on 2 December. This decision applies across all three tiers of COVID-19
restrictions in England. “This decision reflects the importance of the right of all people to express their faith in
worship, but more importantly, it is an acknowledgement of the active collaboration the church has had with
public officials in developing COVID-secure protocols in our churches. As we move forward, it is incumbent on
all who come to worship God in our churches to play their part in keeping themselves and others safe by
following all of the guidance that has been prepared”.
Carol services are permitted in a place of worship, but when taking place inside, singing should be limited to the
performers only. This means services should not include participation from the congregation or audience
indoors.
Message from the Bishop’s Conference for England & Wales: Prayer for the Nation - As part of our
desire to stay faithful to daily patterns of prayer, we are encouraged to come together at 6pm every day
to pray - pray privately, pray together at home, pray without ceasing.
In December we will be entering our Christmas Greetings in the newsletter – if you would like to send
Christmas Greetings to friends in the parish, instead of sending Christmas cards, a donation can be made, which
will be sent to Mary’s Meals. A general message will be placed in the newsletter with the names of those
wishing to join in the greetings. Donations to Mary’s Meals given by 31st January 21 will be doubled by the UK
Government enabling the Charity to reach more children with life saving meals.
The Waterfront Development has asked our Parish to support them and we will have more details next week on
their proposals.
Priests: Fr. Christopher Basden (P.P), Fr Simon Heans (Shrine Administrator), Fr Leszek Klos (Chaplain to Polish Community),
Deacon: Rev. Peter Brown. Safeguarding: Kate Morgan. Office & Presbytery: 72 Hereson Rd, Ramsgate CT11 7DS, Tel:
01843 592071 (Polish 07468570445). Email: ramsgate@rcaos.org.uk. St. Mildred’s Priory, Minster Abbey, Minster, Ramsgate
CT12 4HF, Tel: 01843 821254. Website: www.saintethelberts.com. St. Ethelbert’s School: Dane Park Road, Ramsgate. CT11
7LS, Tel: 01843 585555. The Divine Retreat Centre, St. Augustine’s Abbey, St. Augustine’s Road, Ramsgate CT11 9PA, Tel:
01843 586904. Parish emails: ramsgate@rcaos.org.uk To contact Fr. Simon: simonheans@rcaos.org.uk
Follow the Parish on Facebook: @stethelbertsramsgate Follow the Parish on Twitter: @catholicramsmin Follow St
Augustine’s Shrine on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram: @AugustinePugin

